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HAPPY THANKSGIVING!!
58th Annual Steuben Parade

By Peter Unfried
Once again the 9th Manhattan

district has been able to cele-
brate its heritage and participate
in the German American
Steuben Day Parade in the
salute to German Pride along
5th Avenue in Manhattan.
Whitestone was busy starting
before 9am on September 19th.
The Past Masters Association
put out a spread of bagels, cake
and coffee for the 50 or so people
waiting to get a good seat on the
bus which was arranged by

R∴W∴ Kurt Ott to take us to the
start of the parade route in the
heart of the city.  This year we
graduated from the 8th division
near the end to the 2nd division
near the front of the parade and
met with many other groups of
marchers, musicians and
dancers who traveled from as far
as Germany, Switzerland and
Austria to join us and the other
Divisions in this 58th annual pa-
rade.  There was a 25 musician
marching band from Barsbüttel
Germany named the Rhythmus

Showband 2000 just behind our
float and afforded us authentic
festive music for the entire pa-
rade route.  This year the parade
was not broadcast live on televi-
sion because the funds could not
be raised by the Steuben Society
of New York, is however; avail-
able online on their website ger-
manparade.org in the photos
and video section. Being up front
this year made the parade seem
to be over very quick.  It started
almost punctually at Noon on a
glorious late summer sunny Sat-

urday and we were done well be-
fore 1:00. Due to a scheduling
problem the bus that brought us
would not be bringing us back
and there would be a wait of
nearly two more hours before
pickup.  Most felt this misfor-
tune turned into an added bene-
fit as we were able to easily
watch the rest of the parade for
the first time in many years from
our prime location across the
street from the second Band-
stand by E86th Street.  Some
didn’t want to wait headed by

foot to the Zum Schneider’s Pa-
rade Afterparty on Avenue C or
the Hofbrau Bierhaus on 3rd Av-
enue for some early afternoon
refreshment and eventually
found their own way over the
bridge.  The rest of us made it
back to Whitestone and were
treated to a traditional Bavarian
Brotzeit consisting of Leberkäse,
Bratwurst and Kartoffelsalat
which was provided by the Ger-
man Masonic Charitable Foun-
dation.



By: Bambi Schimmel
In August of 2015, affiliates of the Schlier-

achtaler Stamm embarked on a trip to Ger-
many for the 125th Anniversary of the Schlier-
achtaler in Hausham, Bavaria. While meeting
with Police Sergeant Robert Hugel I learned
that Robert would honor the memory of his
beloved parents Marie and Jerry by hosting a
get together with friends and family in the Hof-
brauhaus in Munich.  The service was con-
ducted at St. Peters Church, the oldest parish
in the City, where the eulogy was given by Mu-
nich’s Chief of Police with many friends and
law enforcement agencies present. A last
farewell in style to Mom and Dad with 150+
guests in attendance.  After the service every-
one followed Sergeant Robert’s invite for re-
freshments. Special visitors and guests were

R∴W∴ Heinz Jacobs and son Eric, daughter
Diana (a performer of the Schlierachtaler
dance group), hubby Hubert, the Mayor of
Perkham, and sons Christoph and Eric, while
the family also celebrated Diana’s 50th birth-
day.      

Granddaughter Juliana, the underwater
dancer and our beautiful mermaid, performed
together with high school champion Michael
LaBarbera their perfect stunts much to the en-
joyment of the entire Tarrant and LaBarbera
families and, of course, Robert, myself, Mom
Petra, Dad Richie, brothers Nicholas and
Zachary as well as grandma Cathy took special
pride in our Jules’ performance while their
breathtaking dives and acrobatics had the
crowd go wild.   A few hours of entertainment
at the Valley Stream Aquatic facility. Flowers,
Certificates and lots of picture-taking, it was
an event extraordinaire 

R∴W∴ Werner Graba, my first Publishing
Chairman.  (I’ve been through 4 in all - (get
your mind out of the gutter okay) celebrated
his 88th birthday with family and friends at
our Masonic Hall.  Werner a 60-year certificate
recipient of the Free and Accepted Masons is
still holding on to the concept of being true to
ones’ beliefs of working for the good and bet-
terment of humanity.  With a delicious cake,
singing Happy Birthday, hugs, smooches and
picture-taking, our Werner had a really enjoy-
able evening. (Oh, by the way, our Gottfried is
eager to remain Chairman #4 forever, yes?)

We extend our get-well wishes to our big-
hearted R∴W∴ Teddy Morgo who needed an
adjustment to be made by taking out and re-
inserting some pulsating equipment since his
heart always takes a double beat when it
comes to ever-so-patient love Marge.  Our Ted-
dy is now well on his way to recovery.  Hurry
up you warmhearted Teddy bear, you are
needed at our meetings.

To a special friend and true supporter of
everything that one could ever ask for, our

great buddy R∴W∴ Klaus Vogel, who is still in
the hospital undergoing further treatment to
speed up the healing process with love Colette
by his side.  (A special seat on my A.C. bus, as
you well know, is waiting for you Klaeuschen.)

Get well wishes are extended to our Schiller
Brother Kevin Barbitsch who left the hospital
and is now comfortably resting at home.

The angel of salvation, our Sister Irmgard
Barth, has nursed hubby Harry, the Fred As-
taire of the Ninth, back to health after a terri-
ble mishap which required several stitches to
his forehead.  Glad you’re back in action Har-
ry, since all your ladies are (in)-waiting).

Our yearly Steuben Parade was again a
great success according to First Lady Anita
Radske.  Many groups, dancers, performers
and marching bands, all were strutting their
stuff for the Fifth Avenue onlookers. The line-
up was impressive; Grand Marshals Contessa

Bambi, entertainer Bobby V. and Kathie
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Brewer, a Radio and TV personality, John
Ratzenberger, actor/producer (Cheers), and
Klaus Wowereit, former Mayor of Berlin and, of
course, our New York State Senator, the Hon-
orable Tony Avella who, in style, presented
Chairman Robert Radske with a wonderful
Proclamation.  As honored guest we welcomed
again Brita Wagener, Konsul General of Ger-
many to New York. For the first time in our pa-
rade was young Andrew Hetzler, presenting his
colorful float “Das Biergarten” with mom Jack-
ie at the helm and all the adorable children in
their colorful outfits.  After the finale, the
Ninth Manhattan District returned back
“Home”, awaiting Werner and Erna’s culinary
delights.

Our Ladies’ Appreciation Luncheon in classy
Captain Bills’ in Russo’s at the Bay was again
successful and entertaining with the wonder-
ful melodies of ever-so-popular musician Bob-
by V.

Let me state here, honestly, that multi-task-
ing once you reach the magic number (50) +
does become an issue - -  what is one to do if
the mind says reduce your speed, but the body
is not ready to do so yet?  I need some input
here, please.

With great sadness we report the loss of our

dear Brother Leo Helmprecht who succumbed
to his illness and is being laid to rest with a
memorial service having been held at our Ma-
sonic Hall by Allemania Master Robert
Quaglio. Olga, his beautiful widow, will trans-
port her hubby’s remains to Germany to the
family’s graveside.

We bade a tearful farewell to our classy lady
Louise McGovern whose remains were brought
to New York from Florida.  With hubby John-
John, daughter Dawn and granddaughter Lexi
together with members and friends, everyone
said their last good bye to our beautiful friend
Lulu at the family gravesite.  All of us accom-
panied hubby John  Zum Stammtisch for some
refreshments.  During his New York stay, John
was graciously hosted at the “Hotel Borbeck”.

We laid to rest our well-known Past Master
of the Allemania Lodge and a favored Brooklyn
Schuetzen brother, someone who was be-
stowed many honors and acquired so many
accolades to his name.  The sad news reached
us in the early morning hours of our annual
Traubenfest.  The sudden passing of our
Thomas (Diddy) Demery, a marksman with the
patience of a saint has left everyone in total
disbelief. No further information was released

at that time.  The service was given in Middle
Village, where the hall was overrun with hun-
dreds of mourners. I counted 94 Masonic
Brothers, many Masonic Sisters, innumerable
Brooklyn Schuetzen, and Brooklyn Schuetzen
Damen, including police and firemen, all pay-
ing their last respect.  When embracing wife
Gina and sons Thomas, Jr. and Eric, sur-
rounded by their beautiful families it was
heart-wrenching to hold back your tears.   On

a personal note I like to say that our Tom was
the gentlest and kindest marksman, my
teacher and mentor with the patience of a
Saint, I felt privileged to have known. You
shall never be forgotten Tom and yes, I really
will “focus” since there is not always a 6 foot
target to aim at.

I think once it is our turn to depart, our
spirits will re-unite and we shall continue our
journey from there.

GA Steuben Parade line-up of Dignitaries

Masonic float with Ingrid Wolf 
Diane and Kevin

Mayor Hubert Ammer and 
Diane Jacobs Ammer
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by Jerry Messina
Even the threat of

the worst storm in
decades meandering
up the East coast
could not force the
cancellation of the
125th Anniversary of
the 9th Manhattan
District Traubenfest.
For more than a cen-
tury, the German-
Masonic Park in Tap-
pan has been the site
of this historic and
traditional celebra-
tion on the first Sun-
day in October.
Traubenfest comes
at an ideal time for
visitors to enjoy the
drive from New York
City while taking
pleasure in the mag-
nificent change of
color to the Fall fo-
liage.

Attendance at
Traubenfest this year
was affected by con-
tinuing weather
alerts to remain in-
doors as Hurricane
Joaquin approached
the tri-state region.
Even on the morning
of the event, dark
threatening skies
were apparent dur-
ing our drive North
on the Palisades
Parkway heading to
Tappan. By the time
Barbara and I had

our hands stamped
to enter the park the
skies turned brilliant
blue and remained
that way until dusk 

Every October, the
Lodges of the 9th
Manhattan District
open their respective
booths in the park to
offer traditional Ger-
man food which is
enjoyed by Masons
and visitors alike.
Vendors are also in-
vited to our Trauben-
fest to sell their
crafts and specialties
to our visiting
guests.

Traubenfest, trans-
lates literally to
“grape festival”. I
have attended the
Traubenfest for 17
years and have yet to
see a grape any-
where. More than the
translation suggests,

Traubenfest is a day
when brothers and
sisters of the District
work together to
raise funds on behalf
of the Noble Ninth
Inc. to help with the
cost of operating our
park. The sisters of
the Past Masters As-
sociation are always
in attendance to pre-
pare and serve hot
traditional German
dinners in the pavil-
ion at the center of
the park. The thir-
teen individual
Lodges that encircle
the pavilion are fully
staffed by brothers
and sisters of the
Lodge to serve food to
our guests as they
pass by. Guests can
enjoy bratwurst, Ger-
man beer, potato
pancakes, pizza,
hamburgers, frank-
furters, ice cream
and cake, all in a ten
minute walk around
the park.

The 9th Manhattan
District Masonic
Park is used during

the summer months
by many local com-
munity volunteer or-
ganizations as well
as Summer Youth
Camp programs en-
joyed by local chil-
dren.  Our District

can be proud of the
teamwork we show
during the Trauben-
fest and the commu-
nity service we offer
by sharing our beau-
tiful park with oth-
ers. 
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PARTY
ROOM

FOR
RENT

Whitestone
Masonic Hall
Ideal for Parties,

Meetings, 
Luncheons 

Dinners, etc. 
Occupancy 80

Space for
small bands
Dance Area

Fully Equipped
Commercial

Kitchen
Call

Peter Unfried
at

718-417-8703
Compliments of Peter Unfried

THE 125TH ANNUAL TRAUBENFEST

Henry Abel III along with son Henry IV
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Compliments of Lessing Lodge #608

News from the Noble Ninth
by Bob Stein

The Brothers of the District con-
tinue to support both the Noble
Ninth and the Grand Lodge of the
State of New York by their active
participation in the many events
sponsored by both the District and
the state.  The Brothers show this

support by their continued involve-
ment in District and State activities
which demonstrates their commit-
ment and devotion to the brother-
hood and the tenets of true Mason-
ry.

Under the leadership of the
DDGM, Jerry Messina, and the

Grand Director of Ceremonies, Ce-
lestino Carlos, the Brothers and Sis-
ters of the Ninth Manhattan have
started the Masonic year.  The sum-
mer months are for leisure activities
like beach parties and picnic.  As the
calendar turns the page to Septem-
ber, the activities return and you
will find the Brothers once again
getting into their routines.  

On September 12th, the Deputy
Grand Master R∴W∴ Jeffery
Williamson, held one of his town hall
meetings at our Whitestone Temple.
The Ninth Manhattan District was
proud to host members of not only

our district but members of the
Queens and Brooklyn districts as
well.   The Deputy Grand Master
talked about the direction the Grand
Lodge expects to head.   They would
like to see the business part of Lodge
meetings to be condensed which
would enable more time to devote to
historic and educational lectures
and discussions.  The hope of the
Grand Lodge is to make the meeting
more interesting, attractive and ex-
citing. 

On the 13th of September, the
Past Masters once again hosted the

Noble Ninth 6

Bob Stein receives the Lewis Jewel along with his son Fred, son
Rich and son-in-law, Chris Dunne. The Master, W∴ Paul With-

jack and the District Deputy R∴W∴ Jerry Messina were present.

Masonic Yacht Club Breast Cancer Walk at Jones Beach



ladies to a wonderful
brunch at Captain
Bill’s for their Ladies
Appreciation.  The food
was delicious and plen-
tiful with a wide variety
of delicacies.  Music
was provided by Bobby
Vee.  It was a beautiful
day and many guests
rambled in and out
taking full advantage of
the beautiful deck and
great view of the
Bayshore Town Mari-
na, the Great South
Bay and Fire Island.   

The annual Steuben
Day Parade took place
on September 19th.   A
very nice contingent of
men from the Noble
Ninth marched follow-
ing the Ninth Manhat-
tan Banner and Ameri-
can Flag held by Post
22 members Harry
Barth and Bob Stein.
The German Masonic
Charitable Foundation
provided the float for
the ladies and children
of the district to ride.
The children threw
candy to the spectators
and it was great fun for
those on the float.
Most of the children
were not powerful
enough to get the can-
dy to the spectator chil-
dren behind the barri-
ers. Kathy spent the af-
ternoon jumping off
the float, picking up
the candy and hand
delivering it to the ea-
gerly waiting recipi-
ents. 

The Trubenfest start-
ed out with great trepi-
dation.  The forecast
the previous week was
bleak and people were
skeptical.  The ladies in
the kitchen and the
cook, Rich Katz, should
be commended for
their hard work in
serving all the meals
and always with a
smile.  The Past Mas-
ter’s Sister Circle work
hard year after year
and we thank them.  I
want to give a special
shout out to Irmgard
Barth because she was
stung by a bee on the
tongue and needed
medical attention.  The
doctor had to pull the
stinger out and her
tongue swelled and it

was very painful and
uncomfortable.  Poor
Irmgard and Harry got
on a plane the next day
for a previously
planned trip. Unfortu-
nately, the Grand Mas-
ters Day at Tappan was
cancelled due to the
poor weather forecast.

Congratulations to
R∴W∴ Jay Garcia of
Uhland Lodge on his
new business venture.
He has opened up a
Sapito’s on 106th
street.  We wish him
good luck.  The Second
Annual Bike Run for
Team Gabby took place
this month.  We contin-
ue to keep Gabby in
our hearts and prayers.
Bro. Jay Weinrich of
Uhland Lodge is re-
tired now and travel-
ing.  Enjoy your retire-
ment and safe travels.

Trinity Lodge #12
held their annual
Ladies Appreciation
night at their Septem-
ber meeting.  The
Brothers thanked the
ladies for all they do to
support the Brothers
and the Lodge.  Each
lady in the Sister Circle
received a beautiful
bouquet of flowers and
all other ladies present
received a flower as
well. It was a lovely
evening and the sisters
appreciated the Broth-
ers recognition.

Trinity Lodge #12
recently held their an-
nual dinner dance at
Captain Bill’s. The
room was decorated in
a fall theme and the ta-
bles were decorated
with mums.  The fire-
place hearth and man-
tel had pumpkins as
well for a real holiday
feel.  The music was
provided by Bobby Vee
and enjoyed by every-
one.  It was well at-
tended and Sr. Warden
Jeff Arist, Jr. Warden
Pat Donahue and the
Master Paul Withjack
should be commended.
The brothers and sis-
ters of Trinity Lodge
were in great numbers
manning the booth
during the Traubenfest
and we thank them all.
The Stein brothers,
Fred and Rich of Trini-

ty Lodge, recently re-
turned from a trip to
New Orleans.  When
you see either of them,
ask about their experi-
ence on Spirit Airline.
The Trinity Lodge Sis-
ter Circle also worked
very hard at the booth
during the Traubenfest
and the Brothers
would like to thank
them for always giving
of their time.

Last Tuesday night
was Trinity’s official
District Deputy Visit.
The Lewis Jewel was
presented to Lothar
Ernst and his son Jef-
fery.  R∴W∴ Bob Stein
also received the Lewis
Jewel.  His sons Fred
and Rich and his son-
in-law Chris Dunne
also received the Lewis
Jewel along with him.
Congratulations to
everyone.

Copernicus Lodge
#545 once again took
their annual trip to Lu-
cans in Pennsylvania.
This weekend has
grown so popular that
they now rent the en-
tire resort.  Rich Whit-
thohn entertains the
guests playing his sax-
ophone which is some-
thing he enjoys and
looks forward to each
year. The second Tues-
day of the month, they
will be doing a 1st de-
gree. Please keep Teddy
Morgo in your thoughts
and we wish him well

and hope he has a
speedy recovery from
his bypass operation.
We miss seeing you
around the district.

Harmony Lodge
moved from the 15th
street Temple after that
Temple was sold.  At
that time, Harmony
Lodge began to meet at
the Sparkill Temple
which also was eventu-
ally sold. It was sold to
a corporation which re-
furbished the building
to be used as a school
and social center for
mentally challenged
children.  There was a
signed agreement in
place that the corpora-
tion would maintain a
meeting room in the
event that any Masonic
Lodge would need a
meeting room again.
Harmony Lodge was

meeting in Pearl River
Temple.  They decided
to go back to Sparkill.
The agreement was ob-
served and now Har-
mony Lodge #199 has
moved to a new loca-
tion at 601 Main Street
in Sparkill.  At their of-
ficial District Deputy
Visit, DD R∴W∴ Jerry
Messina made the
evening interesting by
providing some tales
and folklore about the
Execution Rocks Light-
house in the Long Is-
land Sound mid-way
between the Bronx and
Long Island.  The colla-
tion of homemade roast
pork was delicious.  It
was prepared in house
by Bro. Eddie Busch.
It was a great meal Ed-
die.  If you missed this
District Deputy night

you missed a good one
and should make sure
you attend the next
one. Bro. Andrew Kuo
from Harmony Lodge
#199,  is a Governor
on the Board of
Philadelphia Shriners
Hospital and he takes
great pride in their
good works.  I encour-
age any Lodges or Sis-
ter Circles who are
looking for worthy or-
ganizations or institu-
tions to be the recipient
of any charity monies
to consider donating to
the very worthy
Shriners Children’s
Hospital of Philadel-
phia. 

At the last meeting of
King Solomon
Beethoven Lodge
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Gemelli         Jewelers
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Noble Ninth 7

Noble Ninth from  5



#232 a lecture was
presented by Brother
Guy Laurient Winter-
stein about the life of
Layfette.  It was very
interesting.  The Mas-
ter, James Reichmen is
changing the order of
the meeting night.  He
would like to do the
collation before the
meeting with having a
coffee and cake hour
after the meeting.  The
coffee hour will be
combined with an edu-
cational lecture.   The
hope is that the meet-
ings will end earlier in
accordance with the
direction the Grand
Lodge is heading.  

Herder Lodge #698,
has three candidates
that will be receiving
their first degree at
their November meet-
ing.  There is good
news in Herder Lodge.
Congratulations to
their Junior Past Mas-
ter W∴ Jonathan
Berrios and his lovely
wife Dana on the birth
of their first child, a
daughter, MacKenzie.
Congratulations to
Mike Seeley who did a
great job as the MC for
the 15th Street Square
Club’s program honor-
ing Mason of the Year,
Kevin Koeberl.  Con-
gratulations also go to
Al Mayo, the President
of the Square Club, for
picking the venue of
the Chateau Briand
and organizing the af-
fair.

R∴W∴ Kevin Koe-
berl of Lessing Lodge
was honored as the
2015 Mason of the
Year.   The honor was

bestowed upon Kevin
by the 15th Street
Square Club.  It was a
great choice as R∴W∴
Koeberl has proven to
be a Mason of the high-
est character.  He has
always given 110% in
all that he does and
has demonstrated
those qualities that all
Masons strive to
achieve.  He was recog-
nized at the Chateau
Briand which was a
venue worthy of the
honor.  His beautiful
family was at his side
which made the after-
noon perfect. Jack Ro-
han of  Lessing contin-
ues to be very active in
the lodge and in his
life.  In the early part of
September, he took a
rode trip on his bike to
visit his brother in
Lake George.

Lessing Lodge will be
conducting a first de-
gree in November as
well.

Schiller Lodge #304
has a second degree
coming up.   They also
have their Ladies Ap-
preciation Night in No-
vember.  In addition,
they also will be recog-
nizing the Brothers
and Sisters who have
passed in the last year.
At the ladies request,
this memorial recogni-
tion will be conducted
in German.  

Olga Helmprecht,
Leo’s wife of Allemania
Lodge, honored her
beloved husband Leo
with a memorial service
at the Whitestone Tem-
ple.  W∴ Werner Diet-
rich conducted the me-
morial service in Ger-

man.  Memories were
shared as people spoke
about their friendship,
anecdotes and experi-
ences they shared with
Leo. It was a celebra-
tion of Leo’s life and
was unpretentious and
simple as was Leo.  It
was a tribute and re-
membrance and very
special. If you did not
attend, you missed a
very special and mov-
ing evening.  

Wieland Lodge has a
first degree coming up
shortly. Due to the
shortening of the cable
tow of the Master W∴
Richard Kurtz, R∴W∴
Werner Kress of Trini-
ty Lodge has gracious-
ly offered to step in and
assist Wieland Lodge.
This will be in effect
until the W∴ Master
Richard Kurtz‘s cable
tow allows him to re-
turn.

Knickerbocker
Lodge #182 had a very
nice turn out for their
official District Deputy
Visit.  W∴ Marvin Feld-
man received his 60
year pin and certificate.
This is quite an accom-
plishment.  The Lewis
Jewel was received by
Bro. Paul Deliso, Bro
Chris Deliso, Bro. Vir
Mansgonon, Bro. Don
Don Mansqonon and
the W∴ Roy Neil.   

There was a great
collation after the
meeting and the Mas-
ter Justo Jay Francisco

should be commended
for a job well done.  It is
always nice to travel to
23rd street for such a
pleasant evening.  

Please remember to
mark your calendar for
November 11th when

Socrates Lodge #595
will host the District
Deputy for his official
visit.  And please sup-
port our Brothers of
Socrates as they cele-
brate their 150th An-
niversary.  The celebra-

tion will take place on
November 8th at 5PM
at Platteduetsche Park
Restaurant.  Please
plan on attending.
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Town & Country Tuxedos
Warehouse Sale

New and Used Tuxedos and Accessories

Suffolk County Location
121 E. Sunrise Highway, Lindenhurst 631-888-1889

Compliments of Town & Country Tuxedos

See Brother Jeffrey Arist
of Trinity #12 at

1941 Wantagh Ave.
Wantagh, NY

Or Call 516-785-7711

Noble Ninth from 6



by Jerry Messina
Pearl River NY, has been

the home of Harmony Lodge
199 for quite some time.
This year the Lodge decided
to move their meeting place
to Sparkill Masonic Lodge,
601 Main Street, Sparkill,
NY, the same meeting place
the Lodge used for many
years before relocating to
Pearl River.

I had the pleasure of at-
tending the 1st Degree for
Mr. Arjgent Erbeli held in
their new meeting place on
Sept. 21. Upon seeing their
new meeting place, I found
it to be warm and inviting,
much like the Brothers who
greeted me.

Many of the officers were
new to their “stations and
places” and probably un-
easy by the District Deputy
attending the 1st Degree. I
explained, I was there to
share the Masonic experi-
ence with them.

Worshipful Michael Livni
conferred the degree upon
Mr. Erbeli who then became

Brother Erbeli for the first
time. At the end of the de-
gree, I had the privilege of
welcoming the Brother to
our Fraternity on behalf of
M∴W∴ William J. Thomas,
Grand Master of Masons in
the State of New York. He
was then presented with the
Grand Master’s pin. 

by Jerry Messina
For those who haven’t heard of

Lukans Farm Resort in Hawley, PA,
just ask any Copernicus brother
about it. Members of the Lodge have
traveled to Hawley on the last week-
end in September for as long as I can
remember. We depart from the rou-
tines of normal everyday life for one
weekend a year to indulge ourselves
in fine food and enjoy relaxing with
friends. This year the trip was well or-
ganized by our Senior Warden, Broth-
er Joe Lackner

Our Lukans trip has become a mul-
ti-generation event, with many fami-
lies bringing children and grandchil-
dren to enjoy the clean, fresh Penn-
sylvania air. It’s very easy to remem-
ber what is being served in the dining
room, the menu has remained un-
changed more than 50 years. Our
children ring the two sets of church
bells to announce the dining room is
open. The bells are unnecessary be-
cause we are all outside waiting to eat
and telling each other “I can’t eat an-
other bite”.

The establishment is under the di-
rection of matriarch Eleanor Lukan
who can be found welcoming and
seating guests, overseeing her sons
and grandsons in the kitchen and

dining room, or out in the farm pick-
ing vegetables for the dinner table.

For many years we have had partic-
ipants from other Lodges in the Dis-
trict, this year was no different. I will
not name Brothers and Sisters and
their families in attendance for fear of
leaving anyone out, except for one.
Brother Louie Seib and Rose joined
us this year for the festivities. We lat-
er learned September 26 was Brother
Louie’s 86th birthday,  after dinner
we all retired from the dining room to

the underground bar to enjoy a few
hours with each other, and to toast
our good friend Louie. It was great to
have “Forget-Me-Not” Sisters Paula
Schlicter and Theresa Herbig enjoy
dinner with us on Saturday.

I will list the activities that are en-
joyed by all, breakfast….. lunch……
dinner…. and our annual pilgrimage
to Super Walmart. This may seem
boring and uneventful to some, but it
may the reason we have such a good
time, we have nothing to do except

eat, drink, and enjoy the company of
each other, and their families. Bro.
John Krebs enjoys spending his time
at the fishing pond on the farm. Even
though the fish are well fed from din-
ing room leftovers, he always man-
ages to catch a few.

Our trip to Lukans Farm Resort has
become a flagship event for Coperni-
cus Lodge and is supported by Dis-
trict families as well. We hope this tra-
dition continues well into our future.
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Copernicus Lodge Lukans Weekend

Brother-Bring-A-Friend Night
by Jerry Messina

Secrecy has for centuries,
prevented Masonry from be-
coming a well-known frater-
nal organization. Freemason-
ry must remove that feeling of
secrecy to allow our Craft to
be competitive with other or-
ganizations. It must show to
the uninformed just what we
have to offer and what has
made us the oldest Fraternity
in history.

One way to expose our Craft

to prospective men in search
ways to improve their life is
simply “invite them in for a
look”. The 9th Manhattan
District host an annual
Brother-Bring-A-Friend Night
when Brothers of our District
are encouraged to invite
friends who may find Mason-
ry as an asset to their lives. 

This meeting was held in
Whitestone Masonic Hall on
September 30, 2015. Brother
Joe Lackner and Brother Don

Gorham were given the re-
sponsibility to organize the
event to present an informa-
tive and interesting program
explaining our Fraternity to
our guests. In total, 18 visi-
tors were present to join the
Brothers of the District in at-
tendance. As part of the pres-
entation, Brothers Mike Mori-
arty, and Richard Witthohn
presented their reasons and
feelings why they became
Freemasons. Brother Al Diaz

presented a brief explanation
of the work of the Trustees of
the Masonic Hall and Home.
Our meeting was then moved
to the collation room down-
stairs where a portion of the
Lodge System of Masonic Ed-
ucation Program was pre-
sented.

The success of this event
should not be based upon on
the number of men joining
but, how effectively our
Brothers explained the bene-

fits of becoming a Freemason.
Not every man is suited to our
Fraternity, perhaps our ex-
planations of, who we are,
and what we do, will have en-
ticed our guests to seek more
information.

The 9th Manhattan District
thanks the Past Masters As-
sociation and their President,
Brother Tony Cancemi for
their generosity providing re-
freshments for the evening.

In Memoriam
W∴ Thomas Demery  . . . . . . . .Allemania Lodge #740
Louise McGovern  . . . . . . . . . . . .Allemania Lodge #740
Richard Skewes  . . . . . . . . . . . . .Copernicus Lodge #545
W∴ Guenther Mueller  . . . . . . . . . . . .Copernicus #545 

Please send all Memorial notices to
Bob Stein at bobstein12@aol.com

Harmony 199 First Degree

From left to right: R∴W∴ Jerry Messina,
Bro. Richard Padilla, Bro. Arjgent “Archie” Erbeli.
Middle left to right: Bro. Michael Mann, Bro. Sal

Napoli, Bro. Jason Schott, Bro. David Keseki.
Top left to right: W∴ Ron Vidakovic, 
W∴ Michael Livni, W∴ Vic Naumov



by Jerry Messina
Whitestone Masonic Hall has been the site of

our District Blood Drive for many years. Bi-an-
nually, staff members from the New York Blood
Center set up cots and blood collection equip-
ment in our collation room hoping for donors to
walk through our doors, and they always come.
Thank you to the Past Masters Association for
providing refreshments for this District event.

For many years, Blood Drive Chairman, R∴W∴
Adi Lins has been the organizer and motivator for
our blood drive to be successful. Adi and Helga
are always the first to arrive and the last to leave.

This year we had the services of my Therapy
Dog “Harley” to take away some of the stress of
donating blood. As an additional incentive,
“Harley” donated a bottle of Jagermeister as a
door prize to all who signed up to donate (even if
medically unable to donate). Our winner was
Chris Maurer, son of Copernicus Brother Jeff

and his lady, Heide.
I am somewhat spoiled traveling to and from

Whitestone, on a good day my drive takes 15
minutes. Our Blood Drive is supported by broth-
ers and sisters traveling great distances to help
with this effort, many from Nassau and Suffolk
Counties, not to mention Uhland brothers trav-
eling from the Bronx.

As we leave the blood drive to continue with our
daily routine, do we stop to think about where
our donations go? How many lives are saved?
What would happen to those lives if good people
didn’t take the time to donate blood?

Our District Blood Drive was credited with do-
nating 45 pints of blood. The 9th Manhattan can
hold their heads a little higher knowing we have
brothers, sisters, friends and family who truly
care about others…THANK YOU ALL
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Join our Family
at the 

Plattduetsche
Home

1150 Hempstead Turnpike
Franklin Square, NY

Dignified Atmosphere In A Park-like Setting

• Apartments and single rooms in many sizes with private baths
• Indoor pool and Jacuzzi
• Three family style meals in our beautiful dining room
• Interdenominational Chapel for Sunday services, prayer and meditation
• Cultural trips - social and recreational facilities
• 24 hour a day nurses aids and periodic visit from our staff doctors
• Housekeeping services

For more information Call (516) 352-4260

Also Independent Apartment Units Available
Call (516) 352-2995

Check our competitive prices - Certified by New York State
Our dedicated staff assures prompt, caring attention to the needs of our 

residents so that their retirement years are carefree and enjoyable
Compliments of Plattduetsche Home

Kevin Koeberl 2015 Square Club Man Of the Year
by Mike Seeley

The longstanding rallying cry of the 15th
Street Square Club has always been the re-
sounding phrase “Where Brothers Meet on the
Level”. In the course of this year’s meetings the
club’s President, Al Mayo, sought to continue
the tradition of honoring that Brother as “Ma-
son of the Year” who exhibited those qualities
that the club embodies. An individual who
could be characterized as a Brother’s Mason
and a Mason’s Brother. A committee chaired by
Leo Valente was tasked to canvas the district in
search of this special Mason who would be hon-
ored by his Brothers on the Level.

The search culminated with a recommenda-
tion by the committee followed by a unanimous
vote of the membership that Brother Kevin Koe-
berl be selected as the 15th Street Square
Club’s “Mason of the Year” for 2015.

With this announcement, the President and
officers of the 15th Street Square Club made
arrangements at Chateau Briand in Carle Place
as the venue which would host this event.

On the afternoon of October 17, 2015 Kevin,
Michelle with their children Ryan and Kerri
were greeted by the Brothers and Sisters of the
9th Manhattan District along with family and
close friends. The attendees were treated with a
wonderfully diverse selection of chaffing dishes
and carving stations at the cocktail hour fol-
lowed by the music of the energetic band as

they entered the adjacent ballroom.
Club Vice President and Master of Cere-

monies, Mike Seeley greeted the guests and in-
troduced Club President Al Mayo, who proceed-
ed by offering a short biography on Brother
Kevin. A biography all too familiar to those as-
sembled of a person born to German immigrant
parents who has been able to live the American
dream surrounded by family, friends and part
of our wonderful Fraternity.

The afternoon progressed with Jerry Messina,
Georg Dauterman, Werner Kniesel and Robert
Hoeffele each detailing their very personal expe-
riences with Brother Kevin.  A litany of words
and expressions speaking of dedication, integri-
ty, principles, service, perseverance and chari-
ty, flowed from the mouths of the speakers with
a mention here or there of adjectives as “contro-
versial” and “opinionated”.

Brother Kevin addressed the gathering by re-
assuring the attendees that all the accolades
were absolutely accurate and well founded and
that he was blessed to be surrounded by such a
fine group of people. After the officers presented
Kevin with a beautifully embossed granite “Ma-
son of the Year” plaque,  2nd Vice President
Brother Omar Zignaigo honored Michelle and
Kerri Koeberl each with a tasteful bouquet of
flowers. 

One could conclude that the afternoon of Oc-
tober 17th, 2015, was a fine afternoon where a
fine group of Brothers, Sisters, and friends of
the 9th Manhattan District and Kevin Koeberl
came together and with great joy……. met on
the level.

9th Manhattan District Blood Drive

Adi and Helga Lins

Mike Moriatrity, Peter Unfried, 
Eric Jacobs, Kevin Koeberl, Leo Valenti 

and Shawn from Whitestone



The summer blooms
are fading into the dis-
tance and the trees
are beginning to be
painted in vibrant
hues of golden colors.
The fiery reds, bril-
liant oranges, and sun
kissed yellow leaves
are beginning to gen-
tly float to the ground.
The unseasonably
warm fall weather
seems to have delayed
the turning of the col-
ors and it appears we
will move swiftly into
winter.  The boats are
being wrapped in their
winter finery and have
been gently lifted from
the cold waters and
placed in their winter
beds.  The thought of
the quickly approach-
ing frigid tempera-
tures makes me shiver
and long for the
warmth of summer.  

The last meeting of
the Masonic Yacht
Club was held at the
Landmark Restaurant
in Roslyn.  Approxi-
mately thirty mem-
bers and First Mates
discussed their sum-
mer events while en-
joying a delicious
meal.  It was so good
to see many faces we
have missed the past
few meeting.  We are
moving the meeting
day to the fifth week of
the month.  By doing
this, we will alleviate
conflicts with other
lodge meetings and
functions.  The meet-
ings will be on either
Monday or Tuesday
evenings.  We dis-
cussed many topics
and plans were made
for a number of up-
coming events.   In ad-
dition, the Masonic

Yacht Club website
has been updated so
make sure you take a
look at it.  All sugges-
tions to improve the
site are always wel-
comed and you are
encouraged to bring
your ideas to the next
meeting.  

The first Masonic
Yacht Club event of
the year was the
Breast Cancer Walk
which took place at
Jones Beach on Octo-
ber 18th.    A number
of our walkers were
under the weather but
seven participants
joined us for the five
mile walk.  I am
thankful to these indi-
viduals who braved
the blustery morning
and gathered at 6:30
while still dark to walk
for this great cause.
We would like to ex-
tend a special thank
you to Marc Ciesla for
walking with us and
for his and Patricia’s
generous donation.
The crowds got so
large that it was diffi-
cult to even park as
the morning reached
nine.  It became very
pleasant as the wind
died down and the
sun shined brightly in
the eastern sky.  The
MYC treated all to cof-
fee, donuts and fruit
when they completed
the walk.  Many
stayed at the comple-
tion of the walk to vis-
it the vender tables,
receive complimentary
gifts and to listen to
the entertainment.
We are very proud
that we were able to
give the charity a very
nice donation on be-
half of the MYC. 

While walking on the
boardwalk, we saw a
group of Masons from
Arcadia Lodge in
Brooklyn who had a
vending station set up
in front of the West
Bathhouse at field 4.
They had a DJ playing
loud music to inspire
and pump up the
crowd as they walked
by.  They were also
passing out water and
hot chocolate to those
that wanted some.
They had their banner
visible and stretched
across the DJ’s sta-
tion.  It was so nice to
see a Masonic Lodge
on the Boardwalk get-
ting the recognition
for giving of them-

selves. We as Masons
know we do this kind
of thing often but this
was very visible to the
public and the walk-
ers took notice.  

The annual land
cruise to the East end
wineries will take
place on October
24th.  This year we
will be stopping at
three wineries, Brier-
mere farms, and He-
lens Farm.  Helen has
beautiful mums and
fall flowers as well as
vegetables and home-
made goodies, jams
and jellies.   A late
lunch is always in-
cluded which will be
at the Soundview
Restaurant. We will be
dining in the main
room which is always
festively decorated for
Halloween.   Many of
the wait staff change
into their best Hal-
loween attire which
enhances the atmos-
phere.  

The next meeting of
the Masonic Yacht
Club will be on No-
vember 30th at the
Landmark Grill in

Roslyn.  The meeting
begins at 7:30 and
dinner and the meet-
ing is usually over by
9:30 – 10:00.  If any-
one is interested in
learning more about
the Yacht Club feel
free to join us and
find out first-hand
what the club is about
and how we operate.
We are always happy
to have visitors join
us.  This is the only
Masonic group that
includes woman as
First Mates and are
present at the meet-
ings.  Their input is
not only encouraged
but greatly appreciat-
ed.  For more informa-
tion feel free to call
Bob Stein at 631-422-
6559 or Jeff Arist at
516-410-3945.

Our new Com-
modore, Jeff Arist and
the Past Commodores
welcome all sugges-
tions for new activities
or how to improve ex-
isting ones.  Every-
one’s input is not only
welcomed but strongly

encouraged.  This is
your club and we en-
courage participation
by all its members.
Our Commodore and
the Bridge will consid-
er all suggestions and
looks forward to hear-
ing from you. 

Please continue to
keep Past Commodore
Uwe Enke in your
thoughts.  He has
been very happy to
hear from brother Ma-
sons and I’m sure he
would love to hear
from you.   If you have
an opportunity, give
him a call with your
well wishes.  Caroline
Dunne, a sister of
Trinity Lodge’s Sister
Circle, daughter of
Past Commodore
Chris Dunne and
First Mate Luann
Dunne, and Grand-
daughter of Past Com-
modore Bob Stein and
First Mate Kathy be-
gan her journey at the
University of Albany.
She is very happy and
has adjusted well.  We
have missed Beatrice

Page 10 9th Masonic Manhattan News Thanksgiving Issue 2015

Stone Ridge Natural Medicine
acupuncture and naturopathic Medicine

Risë Finkle,ND, LAc
Frederik Jente, MS, LAc

264 Old Kings Hwy
Stone Ridge, NY 1284

845-389-2547

www.stoneridgenaturalmedicine.com
risefinkle@hotmail.com

Compliments of Stone Ridge Natural Medicine

1132 Hempstead Turnpike, Franklin Square, NY 11010
Tel: 516-354-3131   Fax: 516-354-4990

E-Mail: Dining@ParkRestaurant.com   http://www.ParkRestaurant.com

Meeting Rooms Available Wed. Through Sun.
Catering Facilities for 15 to 600 Persons

Compliments of Plattduetsche Park Restaurant

Pl

att
duetsche Park Restaurant

Kruisin’ 11

Masonic Yacht Club
www.masonicyachtclub.com

"A Family Club of International Distinction"

Masonic Yacht Club

“A Family Club of Distinction”
(for boaters & non-boaters alike)

WWW.MASONICYACHTCLUB.COM
Registered with Yachting Club of America

Member of National League of Masonic Clubs

Compliments of Masonic Yacht Club
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Kruisin’ from 10

Garcia as she is very busy with her
Eastern Star duties and wish her
well as she moves up the line.   We
send well wishes to Oscar Garcia
who continues to recover from a
construction mishap.  Well wishes
and good thoughts to Vinny Savoc-
co as he continues his road to re-
covery.  Brother Bob Donnelly re-
cently had three discs in his back
operated on and is recuperating
nicely.  We were so glad that An-
thony Boccabella was feeling well
enough to attend the meeting.  He
has battled a series of ailments
these past few months and it is
nice to see he is feeling like his old
self again.  We continue to remem-
ber Olga Ernst as she continues to
recover from her fall.   

Once again, Rick and Barbara
Whitthohn along with Copernicus
Lodge and friends spent a lively
weekend at Lucans in Pennsylva-
nia.  This is always an enjoyable
weekend for Rick as he gets to en-
tertain the guests by playing his
saxophone.  Brother Ed Forman
and his lovely Veronica took their
Angela to the State University in
the Adirondacks after which they
visited Lake George.  Then they
spent a very nice week in the tub-
ing capitol of the world, Phonecia ,
at their cabin.  Congratulations to
Luanne and Chris Dunne as they

finally have a shower once again as
they completed the renovation of
their bathroom.  Congratulations
to Commodore Jeff Arist and his
lovely lady Sue as they celebrated
their Grandson’s  Barmitzah.  It
took place in Connecticut and
wound up to be a great three day
celebration with the family.   Their
other grandsons are having a great
season playing football and as of
now are undefeated.  Remember to
call Amy if you are going fishing as
it is her latest obsession.  She re-
cently took up fishing and is now
“hooked!”

The Masonic Yacht Club is regis-
tered with Yachting Club of Ameri-
ca and is listed in their Reciprocity
Guide.  The MYC is also listed on
the YCA’s Website.  As a member of
the Masonic Yacht Club, you auto-
matically become a member of

YCA, the oldest existing Yacht
Club organization in America.  A
Reciprocal Courtesy Card will be
mailed to you with your member-
ship which entitles you to the use
of the facilities of all member
clubs.  One of the perks of being a
member of the MYC is the Reci-
procity Card.  Some of the mem-
bers reported that they have used
it recently and received great dis-
counts.  They reported that it can
be used in numerous places and
they not only were able to pur-
chase dinner at many Yacht Clubs
but they also received large dis-
counts for their boats.  This in-
cluded the first night free for
overnight stays, and reduced
prices for boat dockage.  I have en-
joyed wonderful evenings and
great food at a variety of clubs on
Long Island.  It is a pleasure to be

able to utilize the reciprocity bene-
fit for a special evening out at a
beautiful location that is not a
public venue.   

The Masonic Yacht Club and its
First Mates Club is for nautically
minded individuals who enjoy an
evening out with friends.  You do
not have to be a boat owner to en-
joy and benefit from membership
in this organization.  Please attend
one of our meetings to experience
what we are about. For those out
there that are interested in learn-
ing more about us, come to our
next meeting.   For more informa-
tion or directions, call Bob Stein at
631-422-6559.  New shipmates are
always encouraged to attend.
Boaters and non-boaters alike, we
Welcome You Aboard!

Bambi and Robert Schimmel
celebrate their 50th Anniversary

Ninth Manhattan’s Golden Girl
and her very lucky husband cele-
brated their 50th Anniversary with
their beautiful family at the Inn at
New Hyde Park. 50 years ago Robert
won the Lotto and he was able to

hold on to his grand prize ever
since.  We all love and adore you
both and wish you many more hap-
py years with your own family and
with your Masonic Family.



Page 12 9th Masonic Manhattan News Thanksgiving Issue 2015

German Masonic Charitable
Foundation Inc. 

c/o GMCF Publishing 
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Whitestone, NY 11357 
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District Deputy Visitations
Tuesday October 20th 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Trinity DDGM Official Visit – Hicksville
Wednesday November 11th 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Socrates DDGM Official Visit – Matinecock
Monday November 23rd 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Wieland DDGM Official Visit - Whitestone           
Thursday December 3rd 8:00PM – 11:00 PM Von Mensch DDGM Official Visit – Whitestone
Monday December 14th 8:00 PM – 11:00 PM Schiller DDGM Official Visit – Whitestone
Wednesday January 13th 8:00PM -11:00PM Herder DDGM Official Visit – Whitestone
Wednesday January 20th 8:00-11:00PM KSB DDGM Official Visit – Grand Lodge
Monday Jan 25th 8:00PM-11:00PM Uhland DDGM Official Visitation – City Island 
Thursday Feb 11th 8:00PM-11:00PM Lessing DDGM Official Visitation – Whitestone

German Masonic Charitable Foundation Inc.
SEMI - ANNUAL MEETING

Sunday - November 15th Whitestone - 2pm

Holiday Parties around the District
Von Mensch Lodge# 765 

Saturday, December 5h 5:30pm Whitestone

Past Masters Sister Circle
Sunday, December 6th 2pm Whitestone

Copernicus Lodge# 545
Saturday, December 12th 4pm Whitestone

Lessing Lodge# 608
Sunday, December 13th Kids Party TBA

Trinity Lodge# 12
Sunday, December 13th 2pm Kismet Shrine Hicksville

King Solomon-Beethoven# 232
Wednesday, December 16th 7:30pm

Festive Board Grand Lodge

Lessing Lodge# 608
Thursday, December 17th 7:30pm

Zum Stammtisch Restaurant

Allemania Lodge #740
Sunday, December 20th 2pm Whitestone

Schiller Lodge# 304
Saturday, December 19th 12pm Kids Whitestone

Knickerbocker Lodge # 182
Saturday December 19th 7pm Grand Lodge

Herder Lodge # 698
TBA

Allemania Lodge # 740 Kale Dinner
Saturday January 23rd 7pm

Plattduetsch Park Restaurant

Copernicus #545 Venison Dinner
Saturday January 30th t 7pm Whitestone

Schiller #304 Dinner Dance TBA

Past Masters Sister Circle Chinese Auction
Saturday February 27th 6pm Whitestone

Uhland # 735
Valentine’s Party Saturday February 13th Ricardo’s

Socrates Lodge #595 
150th Anniversary Dinner Dance

November 8th Plattduetsche Park Ballroom




